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all their intense dislike to the system which Cardinal
Newman has accepted, yet welcome so heartily his
honours in it, notwithstanding that he has passed
from England to Rome, and that he owes so much
of what he is to England ? Is it that they think it
does not matter what a man believes, and whether a
man turns Papist ? Or is it not that, in spite of all
that would repel and estrange, in spite of the opposi-
tions of argument and the inconsistencies of specula-
tion, they can afford to recognise in him, as in a high
example, what they most sincerely believe in and most
deeply prize, and can pay him the tribute of their
gratitude and honour, even when unconvinced by
his controversial reasonings, and unsatisfied by the
theories which he has proposed to explain the per-
plexing and refractory anomalies of Church history ?
Is it not that with history, inexorable and unalter-
able behind them, condemning and justifying, sup-
porting and warning all sides in turn, thoughtful men
feel how much easier it is to point out and deplore
our disasters than to see a way now to set them
right ? Is it not also that there are in the Christian
Church bonds of affinity, subtler, more real and more
prevailing than even the fatal legacies of the great
schisms ? Is it not that the sympathies which unite
the author of the Parochial Sermons and the inter-
preter of St. Athanasius with the disciples of Andrewes,
and Ken, and Bull, of Butler and Wilson, are as strong
and natural as the barriers which outwardly keep them
asunder are to human eyes hopelessly insurmountable?